Terminology ambiguity related to calcifying cystic odontogenic tumor and need for its universalisation
Sir, Due to diverse clinicopathologic features and neoplastic potential of this lesion, various terminologies have been given. It was first described as calcifying odontogenic cyst (COC) by Gorlin et al. in 1962 . [1] World Health Organization classified it under category of odontogenic tumors and renamed it from COC to CCOT in 2005, reflecting its neoplastic nature. [2] Different classifications of this lesion by various authors have only added to further confusion rather than enlightening. It is a rare lesion and accounts for only 2% of odontogenic tumors. [3] We also faced diagnostic dilemma when a 46-year-old male reported to our department with a large swelling of left posterior mandible since 4 months. After history and clinical examination, a provisional diagnosis of ameloblastoma was given and incisional biopsy was advised. Histopathological examination of hematoxylin-and eosin-stained sections showed presence of epithelium of variable thickness lining a cystic lumen along with proliferation of epithelial cells in solid islands. The basal layer was composed of cuboidal to columnar ameloblast-like cells with overlying loosely arranged stellate reticulum-like cells. Numerous ghost cells as epithelial cells devoid of nuclei but retained basic cell outline were also seen. Certain areas of calcification within sheets of ghost cells in epithelial lining as well as in solid islands were also appreciable [ Figure 1 ]. Variable amount of hyalinized eosionophilic dentinoid material [ Figure 2 ] and islands of odontogenic epithelium in the connective tissue were also evident [ Figure 3 ]. Based on these findings, there was a diagnostic confusion that whether to give its final diagnosis as COC or calcifying cystic odontogenic tumor (CCOT). It often occurs in association with or contains areas histologically similar to a variety of odontogenic tumors, such as complex and compound odntoma, ameloblastoma, ameloblastic fibroma, ameloblastic fibro-odontoma, odontoameloblastoma, calcifying epithelial odontogenic tumor and adenomatoid odontogenic tumor. [4] Clinically, it may resemble different lesions, but only histopathologically a definitive diagnosis of this lesion can be established. 
